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MISSION STATEMENT 

The Fort Worth Association  
of Health Underwriters exists to inform 
and protect the consumer through the 

professional growth of its members. 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT:  

 

 

 
What an awesome event we had last month.  I personally want to thank each of 
you who were able to join us for our Monthly Luncheon and CE.  As we move 
forward and embrace the Change of Healthcare Reform it is going to take each 
one of us to do our part as a carrier rep, agent, and consumer to work together 
in educating our clients, friends, family and prospects. 
 
I would like to thank our panelists, Kril Cunningham from Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of Texas, Jay Saad from Cigna Healthcare and Chris Cronn from United 
Healthcare and Peggy Bass, Employee Benefits Director from The Sweeney 
Company who was our moderator.  Each one held a unique background with 
regards to healthcare, government affairs and brought foresight to what is on 
the horizon not just from the carriers perspective but as a consumer.  Thank you 
again!  We also had a very educational 2 hours of CE with Eric Johnson and 
Danielle Kunkle, thanks goes to them for the time and dedication they give to 
this association and their careers. 
 
There were approximately 15 FWAHU members who attended the State Texas 
Association of Health Underwriter’s convention in Houston.  Congratulations 
to Kasey Buckner who brought home the Legislative Award for this year.  He 
serves this organization so well! 
 
We are looking forward to a great meeting this month and CE and plan on at-
tending next month for our induction of new officers and board and we will be 
awarding the Donna Carnell Achievement Award to a very deserving FWAHU 
member.   
 
As we continue to follow our theme of “Expecting and Managing the Change!”  
Hope to see you at our monthly luncheon. 
 
Blessings to all! 
Tonya Booth 
2009-2010 FWAHU President  

FWAHU welcomes 
our newest members! 
Martin Bauman 
Natalie Christiansen 
Ryan Clifford 
Erin Cobb 
Addi Hall 
Glenda Sue Kitching 
Crystal Millican 
Rachel O’Rilley 
Ashley Ross 
Laura Zeiller 

Visit our website 

www.FWAHU.com 
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WHAT’S NEW AT FWAHU 
 
JUNE AWARDS LUNCHEON  
Please join the Fort Worth Association of Health Underwriters on Thursday, 

June 10th for our annual awards luncheon.  

The meeting will begin at 11:30 am and end around 1:30 pm. 

We’ll start by recognizing the outgoing board and then inducting the new board 
for the 2010-11 chapter year. Then we’ll hand out some local board awards. The 
event will culminate with the presentation of the Donna Carnall Career Achieve-

ment Award, the most prestigious honor that the Fort Worth Association can bestow upon a member. 

The member price for this event is $20, the non-member price is $30, and season pass holders get in free. 
 
Click HERE to register.  

 
SMALL GROUP AGENT CERTIFICATION 
The SB 79 Small Group Agent Certification class is coming to Fort Worth! 

WHEN:  WEDNESDAY – JUNE 16, 2010 

WHERE:  ROLLING HILLS COUNTRY CLUB, 401 E Lamar Blvd – Arlington, TX  76011 

TIME: Registration begins at 7:30, Class starts sharply at 8:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Taught by TAHU’s Expert:  Misty Baker 

ATTIRE:  Business Casual 

FEE:  FWAHU/TAHU/NAHU Members – $80.00 

Non Members – $160.00 

Without Reservations -  $90.00/$175.00 

This includes Buffet Lunch and Snacks throughout the Day!… 
 
During the 81st Legislature in 2009 – SB 79 Small Group Agent Certification was passed.  This certification will designate you as an 

“expert” in the rules and regulations of groups in the 

2 to 50 employee range regarding medical benefits in Texas.  This will include underwriting, rate-ups, contributions, participation, open 
enrollment, renewals, and new hire enrollment.  It will include both Federal and Texas laws, Federal programs and alternatives.  This is a 

day you won’t want to miss! 

This is an 8 hour CE Course and has a written test immediately following the course certification.  

*Open note test should take 20 to 30 minutes grading the test will take a few minutes.  You will get the 8 hours CE if you complete the 8 
hours, even if you do not pass the test.  You may retake the test immediately if you choose (one additional test @ no additional charge) or 

at a later date.  Minimum grade of 70% to pass.     Please RSVP Early spaces will fill up quickly. 

Click her to RSVP 

For more information please contact Tonya Booth at 972-965-2392. 
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WHAT’S NEW AT FWAHU...continued 
 

 
SEASON PASS AVAILABLE JULY 1ST! 

Members will have another opportunity to obtain a 
FWAHU season pass! For the price of $200 you can 
attend all luncheons and CE at no additional cost for 
12 months!  
WITHOUT A SEASON PASS:  

30 CE hours at $10 each = $300 + 

$20 for lunch each month = $240 

 

A SEASON PASS IS A $540 VALUE FOR ONLY $200!!!  
 

READY TO JOIN FWAHU?  
 
Are you ready to join FWAHU? Regardless of the role you play in the delivery of benefits 
(broker/agent, agency employee, insurer), membership in Fort Worth Association of 
Health Underwriters provides you with many rewards. Here are just a few: 
 
∗ Meet your CE requirements 
∗ Learn from other professionals in our industry 
∗ Stay abreast of current industry issues 
∗ Great networking opportunity 
∗ Automatic membership to TAHU and NAHU 

 
Click here to complete our interactive membership application.  

 

HERE’S WHAT YOU MISSED AT OUR LAST LUNCHEON: 

 
MAY LUNCHEON RECAP 

 
 
Lt. Col. (Ret.) Brian Birdwell is a native Texan, decorated military veteran, and lifelong con-
servative Republican whose story of survival and recovery following the September 11, 2001 
terrorist attack on the Pentagon has inspired people around the nation. On March 18, he an-
nounced his candidacy for Texas State Senator in District 22.  
 
Due to an emergency the CE scheduled for this luncheon was postponed until further notice. 
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KASEY’S KORNER:  

A Legislative Update from Kasey Buckner 

 
Operation:  Draw The Line 

Too much attention has been placed over the last year on the health insur-
ance reform initiative (and rightly so) that we sometimes forget there are 
bigger threats to our industry than that bill. I believe that the rules from this 
and (and those who will be writing those rules) can do more harm to us than the law itself. Its 
time to focus on the big picture—the passing of the law was only the first stroke of the brush. 
Over the next few, and up to ten years, those who are in power at both state and federal levels 
will be interpreting, regulating, and (hopefully) rescinding parts of this legislation. It is im-
perative that we influence EHO will be in those position of power. And make no mistake we 
CAN make an influence, right in our own back yard. 
 

To start this wave of influence, I am calling on all FWAHU members to participate in Opera-
tion: Draw the Line. What is “the Line?” Metaphorically speaking it is the line we need to 
draw and dare those who would Governmentalize our industry to step over. We have to take 
such a stand in our hearts. 
 

Physically the time is much more real. It is the line that separates and outlines the Federal 
Congressional Districts in our state. These are the lines that have been  used by many ill-
meaning politicians around the country, for the last two-centuries, to pad the apportionment of 
the seats in the House of Representatives. Those lines are drawn by the State Legislators 
which YOU elect to office in Austin. Those Representatives who win elections this November 
will be the ones drawing the lines that determine the apportionment for the House seats for the 
next ten years. 
 

We need to “draw the line” and ensure that well-meaning, non-
gerrymandering, servant-minded people make it to Austin this elec-
tion! Only such people will make sure the lines are drawn will be fair 
and accurate and will reflect the true diversity of each district and not 
create districts that are unnaturally biased and easily exploited. 
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2010-2011 Luncheon & Meeting Schedule 
 
 

This is what incoming President Gentrie Pool has planned for us so far. This schedule is 

tentative and subject to change.  
 

 
 

We've been blessed with the opportunity to stand for something - for 
liberty and freedom and fairness.  And these are things worth fight-

ing for, worth devoting our lives to.  
 
- Ronald Reagan 

Time/Date Topic CE?  Speaker 

11:30-1:00 July 8th Intro new board & legislative update from TAHU lobbyist NO Lee Manross 

11:30-1:00 August 12th Specialty Pharmacist: Controlling Costs & Carol Bailey to 
Give CE over Rx 

1 hour Camille Ramirez & Carol Bailey 

10:00-4:00 September 9th CHIPS & Medicare CE Day 5 hours Kathy Dorsey, Danielle Kunkle 
& Mike Smith 

10:00-1:00 October 14th Vendor Day 1 hour Kelly Dills 

11:30-1:00 November 11th Employer Liability regarding health insurance and Surety 
Bonds 

No Victoria Wier 

11:30-1:00 December 9th Politics, Religion & Sex—Yes, we are talking all 3!  2 hours Kasey Buckner, ?? 

8:30-3:30 January 13th COBRA & HIPAA, Ethics 6 hours Ouida Peterson 

11:30-1:00 February 10th Computer security/flood protection for agencies, equip-
ment and back up technology. CE over Unerwriting 

1 hour Bob Garner & ?? 

11:30-1:00 March 10th  Art of Rebuttals & Social Networking & Eric’s Pimp my 
spreadsheet 

1 hour Gentrie Pool & Eric Johnson 

11:30-1:00 April ?? Legislative Panel & CE 1 hour Kasey Buckner, ? 

11:30-6:00 April 14th Golf Tourney & 2 hour CE from Danielle Kinkle and ?? 2 hours Danielle Kunkle 

8:30-12:30 May 12th  4 hour CE over Self Insured 4 hours Kevin Chambers 

8:00-4:00 June 3rd Small Group Agent Certification 8 hours Misty Baker 

11:30-1:00 June 9th Donna Carnall Awards Luncheon No ?? 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

May Luncheon Menu 
 

 

 

Delicious food, great information and wonderful people...yum!  
 

US Life & Health will be sponsoring dessert!  
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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NAHU 2010  ANNUAL CONVENTION & EXHIBITION 

 

 
NAHU’s 2010 Annual Convention and Exhibition will be held in Chicago, IL this year.  

  

 

Registration for the 2010 Annual Convention is now Open!!! 
 
Click here to register… 
 
Click here to see who has registered… 
 
Click here for more information... 

 

Jim Helvey  
Photographer 

2828 Donnybrook Drive 

Burleson, Texas 76028 

817-268-2688 
 

 Jim Helvey, a Certified Professional Photographer rec-

ognized by the Professional Photographers of America, makes 

every effort to provide you with the most photographs and best 

services for your money. Specializing in Senior portraits, Family 

portraits, Professional portraits, and Weddings, Helvey Photog-

raphy serves all of DFW. 

 Jim has been an active member of FWAHU since 1989 

and is our association’s official photographer. 

June 27-30, 2010 - Chicago, IL 
Hyatt Regency Chicago 
151 East Wacker Drive 

Chicago, IL 
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EVERY LITTLE BIT HELPS!!! 

 

We will be accepting food/money donations to support 

the efforts of the Tarrant Area Food Bank at every  

meeting. 

 

Help us by donating non-perishable food items.  Please 

bring your items EACH MONTH. 

 

 Together we can help make a big         

difference in many lives so please help! 
 

 
 

 Thank you!!! 
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NEW FWAHU MEMBERS!!! 
 
Let’s roll out the red carpet for our newest members:  

 
 
⇒ Martin Bauman 
 
⇒ Natalie Christiansen—Alt Bentley 
Yates 

 
⇒ Ryan Clifford—Preservation Benefit 
Solutions 

 
⇒ Erin Cobb—Assurant 
 
⇒ Addi Hall—The Gus Bates Company 
 
⇒ Glenda Sue Kitching—Jeffries — AllTex Insurance Agency 
 
⇒ Critsal Millican—Consumer Benefits Group 
 
⇒ Rachel O’Rilley—Alt Bentley Yates 
 
⇒ Ashley Ross—Trustmark Insurance 
 
⇒ Laura Zieller—Optum Health Financial 

 
 

Ideas, questions or comments? Please submit to newsletter chair, Lorraine Tune at Ltune@fosterbenefits.com 
 


